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RESPONSIBLE BY NATURE® 1414 West Hamilton Avenue
PO Box 8
Eau Claire, WI 54702-0008

May 17, 2024 VIA Electronic Filing

Ms. Debbie-Anne Reese, Acting Secretary
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission
888 First Street, NE

Washington, DC 20426

Subject: Additional Information Request
White River Hydroelectric Project (FERC Project No. 2444-042)

Dear Acting Secretary Reese:

On April 3, 2024, the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (Commission) issued an
Additional Information Request letter to Northern States Power Company, a Wisconsin
corporation (NSPW), regarding its final license application for the White River Hydroelectric
Project (FERC No. 2444). Accordingly, NSPW hereby submits the following information and
responses as requested in the Commission’s aforementioned letter.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Commission Comment 1

Item 13 of Schedule B of staff's September 19, 2023 letter, requested the “RAW Field Data
including Field Notes” referenced in the Quality Monitoring Study filed in Appendix E-10 of
Exhibit E of the license application. Northern States’ December 14, 2023 filing, only includes the
field notes; it does not include the temperature or dissolved oxygen (DO) data from the 2022
Water Quality Monitoring Study. Please file the temperature and DO data that Northern States
collected from May through October, 2022, in tabular format.

NSPW Response
Appendix AIR-1, filed as a separate document, includes the tabular temperature and DO data.

Commission Comment 2

Item 16 of Schedule B of staff’'s September 19, 2023 letter, requested information on current
and proposed vegetation management at the project. Northern States’ December 14, 2023
filing, indicates that Northern States manages and maintains vegetation on the earthen
embankments and other project areas but does not clearly describe whether current or
proposed vegetation management practices at the project include the application of herbicides.
If herbicide is used, please describe the current and proposed application practices, including
the locations and/or project facilities where it is applied.
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NSPW Response

NSPW utilizes a certified herbicide application contractor (currently 4 Control) to complete herbicide

applications at the Project. Annual herbicide applications are limited to the following five areas:
e Access road leading from the boat landing to the intake structure along the west side

of Highway 112,

Stairway along the south side of the spillway,

Rip rap at the retaining wall on the north side of the spillway,

Chain link fence leading from the substation to the surge tank, and

Intersection of the plant access road with Highway 112 to maintain an unobstructed view

corridor for vehicles entering and leaving the site.

Appendix AIR-2, filed as a separate document, includes a map of the herbicide application
areas listed above, as well as a list of herbicides that may be used and their associated
application rates, labels (link provided), and safety data sheets (link provided).

Commission Comment 3

In the revised Exhibit A of the license application filed on February 27, 2024, Northern States
describes project operation, including automatic operation of the project’s gated spillway to
release water and maintain run-of-river operation during high flow/rain events. Please describe
any current or proposed procedures for monitoring rain events upstream of the project.

NSPW Response

NSPW currently monitors daily forecasts for the project vicinity as issued by the National
Weather Service (NWS) office in Duluth, MN. We also access the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration’s Weather Prediction Center’'s website on a daily basis to review
predicted precipitation (quantitative precipitation forecast or QPF) over various time intervals
(e.g., 24 hours, 3 days, 7 days, etc.). Finally, we track real-time precipitation during rain events
to evaluate how much precipitation has occurred in the watershed upstream of the White River
Dam. No changes to the aforementioned procedures are being proposed.

Commission Comment 4

On December 12, 2023, the National Park Service filed comments stating that the project could
potentially affect segments of the White River and Bad River that are included in the National
Rivers Inventory (NRI), and potentially affect the Kakagon Sloughs that are designated as a
National Natural Landmark (NNL). Also, on December 14, 2023, the Bad River Band of the Lake
Superior Chippewa Indians filed comments stating that the project operation has adversely
affected Tribal fishing downstream of the project. Please provide a record of deviations
(planned, unplanned, and temporary amendments) from run-of-river operation in the last 10
years that resulted in a visible environmental effect, including: (1) the reasons for the deviation
and how project operation was modified; (2) the duration and magnitude of the deviation; (3)
operational data in tabular format, including at least hourly inflow, outflow, and impoundment
elevations during the deviation; (4) documentation of any observed or reported environmental
effects, including but not limited to effects on fish, aquatic habitat, or wild rice beds in the White
River, Bad River or Kakagon Sloughs; (5) a description of measures implemented to prevent
similar deviations in the future; and (6) any proposed relicensing measures that would prevent
similar deviations during the term of any new license, including capital and annual costs for
each measure (e.g., each measure that would be included in the proposed compliance
monitoring plan, and itemized capital and annual costs for each measure (e.g., each measure
that would be included in the proposed compliance monitoring plan, and itemized capital and
annual costs for each measure).
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NSPW Response

Licensee reviewed its operational records from January 1, 2014 through December 31, 2023.
None of the deviations from normal operations reported any adverse environmental effects.
Below is a summary of deviations from normal operations during that timeframe.

May 17, 2016- Report of pond level deviations and request for temporary license
amendment(FERC Accession No. 20160517-5182). No adverse environmental impacts
were reported. Temporary amendment granted on August 1, 2016.

June 8, 2016 - Report of pond level deviations for the period from January 2009 to May
25, 2016 (FERC Accession No. 20160608-5008). No adverse environmental impacts
were reported. The vast majority of the pond level deviations were the result of
intentional overtopping of the spillway gates which more closely mimicked a run-of-river
operation versus maintaining the pond elevation within the required operating range via
the large tainter gate. Operating the large gate to maintain the pond elevation results in
significant water level fluctuations downstream.

July 3, 2018 - Report of pond level deviations from June 15 to June 23, 2018 due to
extreme flood event (FERC Accession No. 20180703-5127). No adverse environmental
impacts were reported.

March 8, 2019 - Deviation from run-of-river operations (FERC Accession No. 20190308-
5279). DNR claimed adverse impacts in response but did not provide any evidence.
FERC response on May 2, 2019 concluded the incident was not a violation and there
were no reported adverse impacts.

June 6, 2019 - Report of pond level deviations for the period of April 22-23 and May 18-
19, 2019 (FERC Accession No. 20190606-5039). No adverse environmental impacts
were reported.

January 22, 2020 - Report of pond level deviations for the period of December 28-29,
2019 (FERC Accession No. 20200123-5010). No adverse environmental impacts were
reported.

April 22, 2021 - Report of pond level deviations from March 6-31, 2021 (FERC
Accession No. 20210422-5117). No adverse environmental impacts were reported.

April 30, 2021 - Report of pond level deviation that occurred on April 22, 2021 (FERC
Accession No. 20210430-5251). No adverse environmental impacts were reported.

March 9, 2022 - Request for temporary amendment of license article 401 to allow for
reservoir drawdown (FERC Accession No. 20220309-5172). FERC approved licensee’s
amendment request via their August 15, 2022 Order Modifying and Granting Temporary
Amendment of Reservoir Elevation Requirement. Environmental monitoring was
completed during the drawdown. Results of the monitoring were included in the
Drawdown Monitoring Report filed on November 9, 2022 (FERC Accession No.
20221109-5140).
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e March 29, 2022 — Report of pond level deviation that occurred on March 8, 2022.
(FERC Accession No. 20220329-5221). No adverse environmental impacts were
reported.

Commission Comment 5
Please provide maps of the wild rice wetlands downstream of the project and the 2,850-acre
Kakagon Sloughs NNL, including the precise locations and boundaries.

NSPW Response

NSPW utilized the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources (WDNR) Surface Water Data
Viewer website to review mapped “wild rice waters” within and downstream of the White River
Project. Maps generated using this data viewer show wild rice within the project reservoir and within
the Kakagon Sloughs wetland complex.” No wild rice waters were identified within the White River
downstream of the project or within the Bad River. Within the Kakagon Sloughs wetland complex,
WDNR identified wild rice waters within the Kakagon Slough, Wood Creek Slough, Beartrap Creek,
Kakagon River, Sandcut Slough, Bad River Slough, and Honest John Lake.

NSPW also utilized the Great Lakes Indian Fish and Wildlife Commission (GLIFWC) website to
generate maps showing wild rice (manoomin) polygons identified by the site’s web mapper. Wild
rice was mapped in two locations: within the White River reservoir and within Wood Creek Slough.

Appendix AIR-3, filed as a separate document, includes maps of the WDNR wild rice waters
and the GLIFWC manoomin polygons.

Should you wish to access the information provided in this submittal, it is posted at the following
website: https://hydrorelicensing.com/whiteriver/. Should you have any questions, please
contact Matthew Miller at 715-737-1353 or matthew.j.miller@xcelenergy.com.

Sincerely,
: Digitally signed by Don Hartinger
Don Hartinger oz 2040517 14614 0500

Don Hartinger
Plant Director, Renewable Operations-Hydro

Enclosure

CC: Stakeholder List

" It should be noted that the Kakagon Sloughs wetland complex is fed by several streams. While the Bad River feeds the overall
wetland complex, it is hydraulicly separate from the majority of the mapped wild rice waters.



Appendix AIR-1
Tabular Temperature and Dissolved Oxygen Data

This information has been submitted as a separate file.



Appendix AIR-2
Herbicide Application Locations and
Herbicide Information

This information has been submitted as a separate file.



Appendix AIR-3
WDNR Wild Rice Waters and
GLIFWC Manoomin Polygons

This information has been submitted as a separate file.



Certificate of Service

| hereby certify that I, on behalf of Northern States Power Company, a Wisconsin corporation,
have served by US mail or via email (if a mailing address was not available), the foregoing
documents in electronic format upon each person designated on the attached distribution list.

Dated this 17th day of May 2024

Dosin ensen

Darrin Johnson
Mead & Hunt, Inc.
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Indian Tribes

Mr. Michael Wiggins, Chairman

Bad River Band of the Lake Superior Tribe of
the Chippewa

P.O. Box 39

Odanah, WI 54861

Mr. Lawrence Plucinski, THPO

Bad River Band of the Lake Superior Tribe of
the Chippewa

P.O. Box 39

Odanah, WI 54861

THPO@badriver-nsn.gov

Mr. Eric Andrews, Climate Change Coord.
Bad River Band of the Lake Superior Tribe of
the Chippewa

P.O. Box 39

Odanah, WI 54861
Climate@badriver-nsn.gov

Ms. Abi Ferkus, Wildlife Specialist

Bad River Band of the Lake Superior Tribe of
the Chippewa

P.O. Box 39

Odanah, WI 54861
Wildlife@badriver-nsn.gov

Ms. Jessica Strand, Environmental Specialist
Bad River Band of the Lake Superior Tribe of
the Chippewa

P.O. Box 39

Odanah, WI 54861

Ms. Whitney Gravelle, Chairman

Bay Mills Indian Community of Michigan
12140 W. Lakeshore Drive

Brimley, M1 49715

Mr.Evan Schroeder, THPO

Fond du Lac Band of Minnesota Chippewa Tribe
1720 Big Lake Road

Cloquet, MN 55720

Mr. Kevin R. Dupuis, Sr., Chairman

Fond du Lac Band of Minnesota Chippewa Tribe
1720 Big Lake Road

Cloquet, MN 55720

jillhoppe@fdirez.com

Mr. Ned Daniels Jr., Chairman

Forest County Potawatomi Community of WI
3051 Sand Lake Road

Crandon, WI 54520

Mr. Benjamin Rhodd, THPO

Forest County Potawatomi Community of WI
5320 Wensaut Lane

P.O. Box 340

Crandon, WI 54520
Benjamin.Rhodd@fcp-nsn.gov

Mr. Jeffrey Stiffarm, President

Fort Belknap Indian Community of the Fort
Belknap Reservation of Montana

656 Agency Main Street

Harlem, MT 59526

Mr. Michael Blackwolf, THPO

Fort Belknap Indian Community of the Fort
Belknap Reservation of Montana

656 Agency Main Street

Harlem, MT 59526

Ms. Mayann Gagnon, THPO

Grand Portage Band of the MN Chippewa Tribe
P.O. Box 428

Grand Portage, MN 55605

Mr. Robert Des Champe, Chairman

Grand Portage Band of the MN Chippewa Tribe
P.O. Box 428

Grand Portage, MN 55605

Mr. William Quackenbush, THPO
Ho Chunk Nation of WI

P.O. Box 667

Black River Falls, WI 54615
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Mr. Gary Loonsfoot, THPO
Keweenaw Bay Indian Community
107 Bear Town Road

Baraga, M| 49908
gloonsfoot@kbic-nsn.gov

Mr. Warren Swartz, President
Keweenaw Bay Indian Community
17429 Beartown Road

Baraga, M| 44908

Mr. Louis Taylor, Chairman

Lac Courte Oreilles Band of Chippewa Indians

13394 W Trepania Road, Bldg. No. 1
Hayward, WI 53843

Mr. Brian Bisonette, THPO

Lac Courte Oreilles Band of Chippewa Indians

13394 W Trepania Road, Bldg. No. 1
Hayward, WI 54543

Mr. John Johnson, President

Lac Du Flambeau Band of Lake Superior
Chippewa Indians

P.O. Box 67

Lac Du Flambeau, WI 54538

Ms. Melinda Young, THPO

Lac Du Flambeau Band of Lake Superior
Chippewa Indians

P.O. Box 67

Lac Du Flambeau, WI 54538
Idfthpo@ldftribe.com

Ms. Alina Shively, THPO

Lac Vieux Desert Band of Lake Superior
Chippewa Indians of Ml

(sent via e-mail per request)

Mr. James Williams, Chairman
Lac Vieux Desert Band of Michigan
E23968 Pow Wow Trail
Watersmeet, Ml 49969

Distribution List

Ms. Gina M Lemon, TPHO

Leech Lake Band of Chippewa Indians
190 Sailstar Drive NW

Cass Lake, MN 56633
gina.lemon@llojibwe.net

Mr. Farron Jackson, Sr., Chairman
Leech Lake Band of Chippewa Indians
6530 U.S. Hwy 2 NW

Cass Lake, MN 56633

Ms. Regina Gasco-Bentley, Chairperson
Little Traverse Bay Band of Odawa Indians

7500 Odawa Circle
Harbor Springs, Ml 49740

Ms. Melissa Waitrolik, THPO

Little Traverse Bay Band of Odawa Indians

7500 Odawa Circle
Harbor Springs, Ml 49740

Mr. Ron Corn, Sr., Chairperson
Menominee Indian Tribe of Wisconsin
P.O. Box 910

Keshena, WI 54135

Mr. David Grignon, THPO
Menominee Indian Tribe of Wisconsin
W3426 Cty. VW W

P.O. Box 910

Keshena, WI 54135
dgrignon@mitw.org

Mr. Douglas Lankford, Chief
Miami Tribe of Oklahoma
P.O. Box 1326

Miami, OK 74355

Ms. Catherine Chavers, President
Minnesota Chippewa Tribe

P.O. Box 217

Cass Lake, MN 56633
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Ms. Elizabeth Drost, Executive Director
Minnesota Chippewa Tribe

P.O. Box 217

Cass Lake, MN 56633
cchavers@boisforte-nsn.gov

Ms. Diane Hunter, THPO
Miami Tribe of Oklahoma
P.O. Box 1326

Miami, OK 74355

Ms. Melanie Benjamin, Chief Executive
Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe

43408 Oodena Drive

Onamia, MN 56359

Ms. Natalie Weyaus, THPO

Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe

43408 Oodena Drive

Onamia, MN 56359
natalie.weyaus@lillelacsband.com

Mr. Nicolas Metoxen, THPO
Oneida Tribe of Wisconsin
P.O. Box 365

Oneida, WI 54155
NMetoxe4@oneidanation.org

Mr. Tehassi Hill, Chairperson
Oneida Tribe of Wisconsin
P.O. Box 365

Oneida, WI 54155

Mr. Chad Able, Treaty Natural Resource
Administrator

Red Cliff Band of Lake Superior Chippewa
88385 Pike Road, Hwy 13

Bayfield, WI 54814

Ms. Nicole L. Boyd, Chairperson

Red Cliff Band of Lake Superior Chippewa
88385 Pike Road, Hwy. 13

Bayfield, WI 54814
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Mr. Marvin Defoe, THPO

Red Cliff Band of Lake Superior Chippewa
88385 Pike Road, Hwy. 13

Bayfield, WI 54814
marvin.defoe@redcliff-nsn.gov

Mr. Leelyn Van Zile, Chairman

Sokaogon Chippewa Community Mole Lake Band
3051 Sand Lake Road

Crandon, WI 54520

Mr. Michael LaRonge, THPO

Sokaogon Chippewa Community Mole Lake Band
3051 Sand Lake Road

Crandon, WI 54520
Michael.laronge@scc-nsn.gov

Mr. Lewis Taylor, President

St. Croix Band of Lake Superior Chippewa
24663 Angeline Avenue

Webster, WI 54893

Ms. Shannon Holsey, President
Stockbridge Munsee Tribe of Mohican Indians
N8476 Mo He Con Nuck Road

Bowler, WI 54416

Ms. Sherry White, THPO

Stockbridge Munsee Tribe of Mohican Indians
P.O. Box 70

Bowler, WI 54416

Ms. Jaime Arsenault, THPO

White Earth Band of the Minnesota Chippewa
P.O. Box 418

White Earth, MN 56591
jaime.arsenault@whiteearth.com

Mr. Michael Fairbanks, Chairperson

White Earth Band of the Minnesota Chippewa
P.O. Box 418

White Earth, MN 56591
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State
Public Service Commission of Wisconsin Ms. Beth Meyers, District 74 Representative
P.O. Box 7894 Wisconsin State Assembly
Madison, WI 53707 P.O. Box 8952
Madison, WI 53708
Wisconsin Cooperative Fishery Research Unit rep.meyers@legis.wisconsin.gov
UW Stevens Point
2100 Main Street Ms. Janet Bewley, District 25 Senator
Stevens Point, WI 54481 Wisconsin State Senate
P.O. Box 7882
Ms. Kathleen Angel, Wisconsin Coastal Madison, WI 53707
Management Program sen.bawley@legis.wisconsin.gov

Wisconsin Department of Administration
101 E. Wilson Street, 10t Floor
Madison, WI 53703
kathleen.angel@wisconsin.gov

Ms. Connie Antonuk, Policy Initiatives
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources
107 Sutcliff Ave.

Rhinelander, WI 54501

Ms. Cheryl Laatsch, FERC Coordinator
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources
N7725 Hwy 28

Horicon, WI 53022
cheryl.laatsch@wisconsin.gov

Mr. Michael Ostrenga, NW Region
Maintenance Supervisor

Wisconsin Department of Transportation
1701 N. Fourth Street

Superior, WI 54880
michael.ostrenga@dot.wi.gov

Wisconsin Office of the Governor
P.O. Box 7863
Madison, WI 53702

Mr. Tyler Howe

Wisconsin State Historical Society
816 State Street

Madison, WI 53706
tyler.howe@wisconsinhistory.org
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Federal

John M Fowler, Executive Director
Advisory Council on Historic Preservation
401 F. Street NW, Suite 308
Washington, DC 20001

Ms. Kimberly Bose, Secretary
FERC Office of General Counsel
888 First Street NE

Washington, DC 20426

Ms. Kimberly Bose, Secretary
FERC Office of Energy Projects
888 First Street NE
Washington, DC 20426

Regional Engineer

FERC Chicago Regional Office
230 S. Dearborn St., Room 3130
Chicago, IL 60604

Executive Administrator

Great Lakes Indian Fish and Wildlife Commission
72682 Maple St., PO Box 9

Odanah, WI 54861

Ms. Tammie Poitra, Regional Director

U.S. Bureau of Indian Affairs Midwest Regional
Office

5600 West American Blvd, Suite 500
Bloomington, MN 55437
Tammie.poitra@bia.gov

FERC Coordinator, St. Paul District

U.S. Department of the Army Corps of Engineers
332 Minnesota St., Suite E1500

St. Paul, MN 55101-1638

Ms. Mary Manydeeds, Environmental
Specialist

U.S. Department of the Interior — Bureau of
Indian Affairs, Norman Pointe Il Building
5600 American Blvd W, Suite 500
Bloomington, MN 55437
Mary.Manydeeds@BIA.gov

Mr. Darin Simpkins, Coastal Program
U.S. Department of the Interior

Fish & Wildlife Service

2661 Scott Tower Drive

New Franken, WI 54229
darin_simpkins@fws.gov

U.S. Department of the Interior

Fish & Wildlife Service — Green Bay Field Office
Field Supervisor

2661 Scott Tower Drive

New Franken, WI 54229

Ms. Christine Gabriel, Regional
Environmental Coordinator

U.S. Department of the Interior, — National Park
Service

601 Riverfront Drive

Omaha, NE 68102

Ms. Alyssa Walker, Hydropower Team Lead
National Park Service

27411 Cherry Rd

Highland, Ml 48356
alyssa_|_walker@nps.gov

Ms. Lillian Jonas, Hydropower Consultant
National Park Service
Lillian_jonas@contractor.nps.gov

Ms. Susan Rosebrough
HAP Team Lead

National Park Service
Susan_rosebrough@nps.gov

Mr. David Thomson, Program Manager
U.S. Department of the Interior

National Park Service

601 Riverfront Dr.

Omaha, NE 68102
Dave_thomson@nps.gov
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Federal (continued)

Ms. Jen Tyler, Mail Code: E-19J

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency — NEPA
Implementation Section, Region V

77 W Jackson Boulevard, AR-18J

Chicago, IL 60604

Tyler.jennifer@epa.gov

Mr. Glenn Grothman

U.S. Representative from Wisconsin District 6
1427 Longworth H.O.B.

Washington, DC 20515

Ms. Tammy Baldwin, Senator
U.S. Senator from Wisconsin
709 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Mr. Ron Johnson, Senator
U.S. Senator from Wisconsin
328 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Local

Ms. Heather Schutte, Clerk
Ashland County

201 Main Street, Room 202
Ashland, WI 54806
heather.schutte@co.wi.us

Mr. Brant Kucera, City Administrator
City of Ashland

601 Main Street W

Ashland, WI 54806
bkucera@coawi.org

Mr. Matthew Mackenzie, Mayor
City of Ashland

601 Main Street W

Ashland, WI 54806

Mr. Matthew Lehto, Chairman
Town of White River

65617 Charles Johnson Road
Ashland, WI 54806
14ledo81@gmail.com

Ms. Lynn Divine
Bayfield County

117 E 5" St.

PO Box 878
Washburn, WI 54891

Mr. Matthew Erickson
Town of Kelly

29745 Polich Road
Mason, WI 54856
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Other

Mr. James Fossum

River Alliance of Wisconsin
199 Janet Marie Lane
Winona, MN 55987
ifbio@yahoo.com

Ms. Ellen Voss

River Alliance of Wisconsin
612 W. Main St., Suite 200
Madison, WI 53703
evoss@wisconsinrivers.org

Mr. Bob Stuber

Michigan Hydro Relicensing Coalition
1620 High St.

Traverse City, Ml 49684

Northwest Regional Planning Commission
1400 S River Street
Spooner, WI 54801

Brian C and Jamie Anderson
Parcel 026-00204-000 Landowner
60882 Deer Creek Rd.

Ashland, WI 54806

Brian K. and Linda Anderson
Parcel 026-00203-0400 Landowner
3108 Power Street

Loretta, WI 54896

George and Dorota Bussey
Parcel 026-00203-0100 Landowner
46829 Benson Rd.

Ashland, WI 54806

Fran Hagstrom

Parcel 026-00202-0200 Landowner
678 Lafayette

Fayetteville, AR 72701

Jacob and Torri Irlbeck

Parcel 026-00203-0200 Landowner
46821 Benson Rd.

Ashland, WI 54806

Northland College c/o Business Office
Parcel 026-22023-0600 Landowner

1411 Ellis Ave.

Ashland, WI 54806

Hydro
Mr. Scott Crotty, Sr. Operations Manager

Northern States Power Company-Wisconsin
1414 W Hamilton

P.O.Box 8

Eau Claire, WI 54702
scott.a.crotty@xcelenergy.com

Mr. Matt Miller, Hydro License Compliance
Consultant

Northern States Power Company-Wisconsin
1414 W Hamilton

P.O.Box 8

Eau Claire, WI 54702
Matthew.J.Miller@xcelenergy.com

Mr. Donald Hartinger, Plant Director
Renewable Operations-Hydro

Northern States Power Company-Wisconsin
414 Nicollet Mall 2

Minneapolis, MN 55401
donald.r.hartinger@xcelenergy.com
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